
(Date)
The Honorable _______________
(Address)
Dear Representative/Senator,
I am a resident of _________ County in South Carolina. I currently work for _________ and have been practicing Interior Design or working in the Design industry for _______ years.  (Give a brief description of what it is that you do at your place of employment.)
As one of many South Carolina Interior Designers working very hard to promote professionalism, I am asking for your support of our Registered Interior Designer Practice Act, recently introduced as House Bill 3945.  Currently, there are no state wide standards in South Carolina to distinguish who is a professional and who is not.   Currently 24 states, including the District of Columbia and Puerto Rico, have some form of Interior Design legislation.
Professional interior designers are qualified by education, experience and examination to enhance the safety, function, and quality of interior spaces. They’re trained to choose products that meet the functional needs of the user while understanding how those materials and systems behave in a fire, how they affect air quality, ergonomic issues and other factors. Interior designers decide how a space will look its best, but also make sure it satisfies accessibility requirements, applicable codes and that it’s safe and functional. 

Without a clear understanding of important regulations, an unqualified designer might inadvertently violate codes…or even create life-threatening hazards. That’s why it’s important to support legislation establishing interior design qualification and oversight. Legislation will establish standards of practice, which will ultimately protect the consumer and increase the value and opportunity for every interior designer throughout the state. 

It is important to recognize that interior design affects every space you encounter in life - your office, your hospital, your shopping mall, your favorite restaurant, your airport, your hotel at your favorite vacation destination, as well as your home. 

The difference between qualified and unqualified interior designers impacts everyone.  
Interior design laws set parameters for interior design professionals based on health, safety and welfare issues, as well as provide a means for the consumer to bring action against those practicing who are unqualified and causing harm to them.

I hope you choose to support this very important bill. 

Sincerely,

